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EVENT ORGANISER PACK
Manchester Science Festival is returning from 23 October – 1 November 
2020 and we are looking to collaborate with partners to present special 
events and projects as part of this year’s programme.  

If you’re passionate about STEM (science, technology, engineering and 
maths) and have an idea for an event that could help to educate, inspire or 
entertain, we’d love to hear from you.

This pack will provide you with all the necessary information about the 
Festival, explaining how to get involved and what you can expect from us 
throughout the process.

Please read the following information before submitting details for your 
proposed activity through our online application form.  

https://fs26.formsite.com/3dCpZY/MSF2020/index.html


ABOUT MANCHESTER SCIENCE FESTIVAL
Manchester Science Festival is an entertaining and inspirational celebration of science, produced 
by the Science and Industry Museum, part of the Science Museum Group. 

Since its inception in 2007, the Festival has inspired visitors with ideas and innovations that have 
the potential to change our world. After twelve annual editions of Manchester Science Festival 
between 2007 – 2018, the event changed to a biennial format in 2020.

Manchester Science Festival has received several awards and nominations in recognition of its 
ambitious programme and is one of the most popular festivals of its kind in the UK, entertaining and 
inspiring thousands of people. 

From art commissions to immersive experiences, outdoor events to live debates and lots of 
opportunities to play, the new-format Manchester Science Festival will inform, engage and ignite 
curiosity. 

VENUES
The Science and Industry Museum will be the main venue and beating heart of Manchester Science 
Festival, which will take full advantage of its seven-acre, city-centre footprint. The museum will be 
the Festival’s hub alongside a handful of other specially selected, city-centre venues, enabling 
visitors to enjoy multiple experiences during a single visit.  

FESTIVAL AUDIENCES
Manchester Science Festival delivers a varied programme of events during October half term 
ensuring there are day-time activities for family audiences and more adult-focused ‘after hours’ 
events in the evening. Our audiences are open to a range of experiences, which they love to share 
with friends, family and the wider community. They are well-informed on a range of subjects and 
enjoy taking part in hands-on activities. Creativity and innovation are important, as our Festival 
audiences are also keen to try something new and exciting.



MANCHESTER SCIENCE FESTIVAL 2020
Manchester Science Festival will take place from 23 October - 1 November 2020, and this year it will 
centre on the most urgent issue of our time: climate.

Our changing climate is a pressing, global challenge. In February this year, the UK Government 
announced the Year of Climate Action – a Cabinet Office COP26 initiative that aims to increase 
awareness of and support for changes needed to reach the UK’s net zero emissions target by 2050.  

As the birthplace of the Industrial Revolution, Manchester was the catalyst for scientific innovation 
and unprecedented change worldwide. Now, with Greater Manchester’s vision of becoming carbon-
neutral by 2038, the city is uniquely placed to influence future progress.

Manchester Science Festival is a key event that will help people explore this issue and how we 
should respond through three broad lenses: our cities; our natural world; and ourselves. 

The Festival will present a diverse programme that resonates with our audiences’ everyday lives, 
exploring ideas around nature, food, future cities, renewables, green industrial revolution and 
more. It will provide a platform for audiences to engage with new ideas and technology and enjoy 
innovative, playful and meaningful experiences around this global issue.

SCHOOLS DAY
Friday 23 October will be dedicated to school groups. We are particularly interested in events and 
activities aimed at KS2 (7-11 years) and KS3 (11-14 years). We are looking for events and activities 
with a curriculum connection which could be presented as part of the Schools Day, as well as 
throughout the Festival if appropriate.

WHAT WE ARE LOOKING FOR
A Manchester Science Festival event or activity may take any form or scale, from drop-in activities, 
hands-on workshops, debates, performances and theatre productions, to immersive experiences 
and art installations. The majority of Festival events and activities will be situated in the Science and 
Industry Museum, with a handful of city-centre venues also hosting activities throughout  
the Festival.

We are looking for proposals that:

• Respond to the theme of climate

• Are creative, innovative and inclusive

• Build sustainability into the creation and delivery of the project

• Are of a high quality in all aspects, from production to delivery

• Involve new audiences not traditionally engaged with science

• Follow best practice for physical and intellectual accessibility

• Promote ‘science capital’ where audiences feel comfortable with science  
and see that it is relevant to their lives

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sp8N_B0Bn50


APPLICATION PROCESS
There are two stages to the application process. 

Stage One: Please complete the online application form to outline your initial proposal. The Festival 
team will then asses all applications and shortlist for Stage Two. 

Stage Two: If your proposal is shortlisted, we will ask you to send additional information relating 
to your proposal which we will then consider alongside the information from Stage One, before 
finalising the Festival programme.

When writing your Stage One proposal, please consider the points below. These have been included 
as guidance – it is not essential that you respond to every question, but they will be used to support 
the review process. 

CRITERIA

THEME 

MEANINGFUL  
SCIENCE

QUALITY

INNOVATION

AUDIENCE

Is there a meaningful link to the core theme of climate?

Is there evidence that the scientific content is accurate?

Does the content bring science, technology, engineering and/or 
mathematics to life?

Are we introducing audiences to something new?

Do we have evidence that the content is of high quality with strong 
production values? 

Will it help raise the Festival’s local, national and international profile?

Is it bold, daring and ambitious? 

Is it experimental and cutting edge? 

Is the content and/or format unique or creative?

Is it physically and intellectually accessible and inclusive?

Is it fun and engaging? 

Is it a participatory activity?

Is it relevant to our audiences’ everyday lives?

Is there any visitor research supporting the proposal?

KEY CONSIDERATIONS

https://fs26.formsite.com/3dCpZY/MSF2020/index.html


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Please read the following information and keep it in mind when submitting your proposal. It outlines 
how we work with partners and how events will be planned and delivered as part of Manchester 
Science Festival.

As a Festival Partner, you will be responsible for:

• Ensuring that your events are delivered according to the health and safety and safeguarding 
regulations of the venue. Advice and training will be provided if needed

• Covering your own costs unless otherwise agreed with the Festival team

• Promoting your events as part of Manchester Science Festival across any platforms you have 
access to and on any new marketing material produced for the event. We will provide assets, 
brand guidelines and logos that can be used by partners

• Ensuring that all information submitted accurately reflects the content and format of the event 
and the visitor experience

Any event that needs to be ticketed will be done so using the Festival’s ticketing system to ensure 
that the Festival provides a comprehensive, streamlined experience for visitors. Some free events 
may need to be ticketed for operational purposes.

The Festival team will be in regular communication with all partners. We will expect responses and 
updates from partners in return to ensure our collaboration is successful.

If you have any questions about any of the points above, please get in touch and a member of the 
Festival team will be happy to discuss them further with you. 

PARTNER BENEFITS
By becoming a Manchester Science Festival Partner, you and your organisation will receive a 
number of benefits. You will:  

• Be a part of a high-profile UK festival promoting involvement in science, technology, engineering 
and maths

• Receive support to develop and deliver events that could not be realised alone

• Reach new audiences and raise your profile

• Create a bigger impact through collaboration

As a Festival partner, you will have access to: 

• Training and professional development opportunities, including workshops on Public 
Engagement, Health and Safety and Marketing and Communications

• Networking opportunities

• Marketing support and promotion for your event through the Festival’s marketing campaign

• Event evaluation 

• STEM Ambassadors and museum volunteers to support in the delivery of your event

https://www.scienceandindustrymuseum.org.uk/learning/stem-ambassadors


WHAT TO DO NEXT?
If you are ready to submit your Stage One proposal, please complete our online application form. 

CONTACT DETAILS
We are excited for Manchester Science Festival 2020 and are looking forward to your proposals. 

If you have any questions about the Festival or working with us, please get in touch:

Manchester Science Festival Team
msf@scienceandindustrymuseum.org.uk 
0161 696 7783
manchestersciencefestival.com 

 @mcrscifest #msf20
 manchestersciencefestival

KEY DATES: 2020
• Call for proposals open: w/c Monday 17 February

• Deadline for Stage One applications: Monday 16 March at 10.00

• Development of Stage Two applications: 30 March - 10 April

• Deadline for Stage Two applications: Monday 11 May

• Programme confirmed: Friday 19 June

• Partnership agreements issued: w/c Monday 20 July

• Manchester Science Festival: 23 October - 1 November 

https://fs26.formsite.com/3dCpZY/MSF2020/index.html
https://www.scienceandindustrymuseum.org.uk/manchester-science-festival
https://twitter.com/McrSciFest
https://www.facebook.com/manchestersciencefestival/

