
COTTON, COAL  
AND CAULIFLOWERS 
GOODS AT LIVERPOOL ROAD STATION
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Liverpool Road Station opened in 1830. For almost 
150 years, the place you are standing in was a bustling 
railway station, receiving, storing and distributing 
goods from all over the world.

Explore the museum’s outside spaces and discover 
the station’s important history. Use the map to  
find five large, colourful symbols around the site.  
When you find them, have a go at the activities  
in this trail. Each activity links to a different symbol.  
See where your curiosity leads.

Think about… 

Look down the site to the  
1830 Warehouse.

This gently curved building  
is the world’s very first railway 
warehouse. All sorts of goods, 
from sugar to soap, cotton  
to cauliflowers, were stored 
inside it. Back in 1830, nobody 
had ever built a railway 
warehouse before.

If you were a creating a totally 
new type of building what  
would it be?

What would make it special?

Would you get it right first time?



Imagine…

This place was once a bustling 
hub of people, animals and 
machines.

What can you hear now?

Imagine the sounds of  
the busy railway station. 

Noisy steam trains hauling 
their heavy loads. Restless pigs 
arriving from Ireland to feed  
the city. Horses and carts 
clattering over cobbles. Workers 
shouting to be heard. Perhaps 
even a tiger’s roar. All mixing 
with the sounds of a booming 
industrial city.

Talk about…

Back in 1830 railway workers 
on this site unloaded American 
cotton grown by enslaved 
people. From here it went to 
Manchester’s textile mills to 
be turned into cloth and yarn. 
Workers shipped these goods 
back to Liverpool by rail to sell 
across the world.

Today cotton is still one of the 
world’s most important crops.

Are you wearing anything  
made of cotton?

Where do your clothes come 
from and how many people do 
you think helped make them?

Try this…

This is a place of invention.

You are standing between the 
world’s first railway warehouse 
and the oldest surviving 
passenger railway station.  
As well as goods, the railway 
moved people and ideas.

These buildings were at the 
cutting edge of technology. 
People working here continually 
welcomed new ideas.

Look around at the 
transformations happening  
here today.

Can you find some old and new 
technology sitting side by side?

Take a snap and share it with us:

 @scienceandindustrymuseum

 @sim_manchester

Look closer…

Have a look around this  
cobbled yard.

Thousands of wagons loaded 
with fresh fruit, vegetables 
and other foods arrived along 
these rails. Workers unloaded 
thousands more wagons piled 
high with cotton, coal, and other 
industrial materials.

Can you spot the train tracks?

How many sets of tracks  
can you find?

Why do you think there are  
so many?
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